NEW FARMERS’ MARKET OPENING AT
OTSININGO PARK IN BINGHAMTON

On May 3rd, 2008 the Otsiningo Park Farmers’ Market will open
for it’s first full season. This market is located in a parking lot at
Otsiningo Park which is visited by an average of 10,000 people
on a Saturday. The market will operate from 9am to 2pm every
Saturday starting May 3rd and running through the end of
September with one harvest day in mid-October.

If you are interested in becoming a vendor with this market please
contact Laura Biasillo at (607) 584-5007 or Iw257 @cornell.edu

GROW A ROW FOR CHOW

Plant a Row for the Hungry is a people-helping-people program
to assist in feeding the homeless and hungry in our own
community. Launched in 1995, this innovative public service
campaign was developed by the Garden Writers Association of
America to encourage gardeners to grow a little extra and
donate the produce to local soup kitchens and food banks that
serve the homeless and hungry.

There are several drop-off points located throughout
Broome County:

Broome County Council of Churches, CHOW Warehouse
3 Otseningo Street, Binghamton, NY 13903
from 9 - 3 Monday - Friday

Hillside Garden Center (722-4208)
1449 Front Street, Binghamton
from 9 - 6 Monday - Friday and 9 - 5:30 on Saturday

Bill’s Garden Center (785-4184)
Corner of Front & Main Streets, Vestal
from 9 - 5 Monday - Saturday

CHOW will distribute that produce to pantries, soup kitchens
and agencies providing meals to the needy, including Catholic
Charities, Salvation Army, the VOA...over 50 local groups, who
in turn distribute food to the hungry free of charge.

Last year, gardeners raised over ONE TON of fresh fruits and
vegetables for CHOW/Broome Bounty. 100% of the food
dropped off was used. This year’s growing season promises
an even bigger potential yield. Please remember the needy as
you plant.

For more information, call or write:
CHOW, 3 Otseningo Street, Binghamton, NY 13903 - 724-9130.

RECEIVE UP TO 70% OF THE COST
TO RETRO-FIT YOUR TRACTOR

Here’s a troubling farm statistic familiar to many: tractors are
the leading cause of farm deaths, with most of these due to
tractor overturns. This is not surprising when considering the
hilly terrain, older equipment and high volume of agricultural
traffic on our N'Y roadways.

One proven way to avoid the injury or death associated with
tractor rollovers is the installation of Roll-Over Protective
Structures (ROPS) on your tractors that lack these safety
devices. Approved ROPS provide reliable protection in the event

2

of a tractor overturn. ROPS can be installed on older tractors
and when worn with a seatbelt, provide a protective zone around
the tractor operator in the event of a tractor rollover.

To make these safety devices more widely available, NYCAMH
and Senators Jim Seward and Catharine Young, have petitioned
the NY State legislature for tractor retrofitting rebate funding.
With this program, New York farmers will receive 70 % of the
cost of retrofitting, up to a maximum of $600. A toll-free
hotline will provide logistical support and accurate estimates
of the total post-rebate cost of ROPS retrofitting. Different
models of ROPS, ROPS awnings or cabs can also qualify for
the rebate program. Call 1-877-ROPS-R4U today.

GRAZING RESOURCE

If you’re looking for pasture research results, check out the
Northeast Grazing Guide at www.umaine.edu/grazingguide.
This site was developed as part of the Northeast Pasture
Research and Extension Consortium, which brings together
farmers and research and outreach personnel from Maine to
West Virginia. These folks work together across the region to
establish research priorities and advocate for pasture based
agricultural systems. At the site, you can link to all the Univer-
sities in the Northeast, read articles by various grazing experts,
as well as link to numerous other agencies and organizations
with an interest in pasture. Check it out!

(Source: GLCI Grazette, December 2007, contact,

Karen Sullivan, karen.sullivan@ny.usda.gov).

BRANCHING OUT NEWSLETTER AVAILABLE
FOR GROWERS OF TREES AND SHRUBS

The Branching Out newsletter is developed by faculty and
staff in Cornell University’s Department of Plant Pathology,
in cooperation with Cornell Cooperative Extension educators.
Pest information is gathered throughout the growing season
via on-site scouting at selected locations from Long Island to
Rochester. This information, together with tips from professional
and trade literature, is used to prepare up-to-date articles of
interest. It is published every two weeks from April through June
and every three weeks July through September.

The cost is $40 for the 2008 season. If you would like a sub-
scription, please contact Renee at (607) 584-5012.

NEW GUIDE TO HIGH TUNNEL BERRY
PRODUCTION AVAILABLE

Northeast growers can capture more of the lucrative local mar-
ket for fresh berries by zA growing brambles (raspberries and
blackberries) in high tunnels, according to researchers at Cornell
and Pennsylvania State Universities.

These relatively low-cost, usually unheated, plastic-covered
hoophouses can help growers fill late-spring and late-fall gaps
in the market. Instead of mid-June, high-tunnel berries can be
harvested in May. The field-grown season for brambles usually
ends in early October. But growers using high tunnels continue
to harvest berries through November.
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Other benefits of high tunnels include:
@ Berry yields from tunnels can be two to three times greater
than field-grown, and the berries can be significantly larger.

® Tunnel-grown berries also have longer shelf-life with reduced
pesticide inputs.

® Primocane-fruiting blackberries (those that set fruit on first-
year growth) ripen where the growing season is otherwise
too short.

@ Floricane-fruiting raspberries and blackberries (those that
fruit on second-year growth) can overwinter in climates where
they would otherwise be killed by cold temperatures.

A new publication, High Tunnel Raspberries and Blackberries,
spells out in detail how it’s done. The 29-page guide is available
online at www.fruit.cornell.edu/Berries. Or you can order print
copies. (See details below.)

Topics include:
Site selection

Tunnel types and construction
Choosing and establishing plants
In-ground and container plantings

Care and management

Season extension and harvesting
@ Budget for in-ground high tunnel raspberries

If coupled with brambles grown in heated greenhouses, North-
east berry growers could produce brambles nearly year-round.
An earlier publication, Greenhouse Raspberries, describes those
growing practices. It is available online at
www.fruit.cornell.edu/Berries/bramblehtml/ghrasp.html. Rising
energy costs make greenhouse berries more expensive to grow.
But these two practices could help shift market supply along
the Atlantic seaboard to local sources instead of berries imported
from other regions or hemispheres.

To order hard copies of these publications, send a check payable
to Cornell University for $10 for the high tunnel guide or
$9.50 for the greenhouse guide to: Max Welcome, Dept. of
Horticulture, 134A Plant Science Bldg., Cornell University,
Ithaca NY 14853-5904.

The “Guide to High Tunnel Berry Production” is part of a new
outreach and education initiative aimed at increasing profits
for commercial berry growers. The initiative is funded by a
two year grant from the New York Farm Viability Institute, a
farmer-led nonprofit group that funds research projects to help
farmers increase profits. The Institute helps to foster a New
York agriculture system of diverse farm sizes, production
practices, commodities, sectors and geographic regions.

WORKSHOPS
BERRY BRUSH-UP COURSE

Do you grow blueberries, strawberries or raspberries but are
looking for a little refresher on nutrition and weed management
issues? Then come to the Berry Brush-Up Course at Cornell
Cooperative Extension-Broome County on Wednesday April
9th from 9am to noon. The presenters will be Dr. Marvin Pritts
(Cornell University), Laura McDermott and Cathy Heidenreich
of the Cornell University Berry Team and Molly Shaw of the
South Central NY Ag Team. The topics to be covered include
nutrition and weed management for all types of berries and
brambles. DEC recertification credits are pending approval.
There will also be an opportunity to share your questions and
concerns with other growers in the area. The cost is $10 per
farm and pre-registration is requested. For further information
or to register, contact Susan at (607) 584-9966.

EXPLORING CREDIT/
DEBT MANAGEMENT ISSUES

Cornell Cooperative Extension of Broome County is offering
a free Exploring Credit/Debt Management Issues workshop.
This workshop provides information on selecting and using
credit wisely, strategies for paying down debt, obtaining and
reviewing a credit report, and understanding a credit score.
Participants receive free credit management tools. Advance
registration required. Please call (607) 584-5016 for available
dates and locations.

SAVE ENERGY, SAVE DOLLARS

Cornell Cooperative Extension of Broome County is offering
afree Save Energy, Save Dollars workshop to assist participants
reduce their energy bills, discover low-cost/no cost energy
conservation methods and learn of community resources to
financially assist residents in making home improvements. Each
household will receive a free energy savings tool kit. Advance
registration is required. Please call (607) 584-5016 for available
dates and locations.

MAKING ENDS MEET

Cornell Cooperative Extension-Broome County is offering a
free money management workshop called Making Ends Meet.
Participants will set financial goals, develop spending plans,
and learn ways to manage their debt. Each household will
receive a free money management tool kit. Advance registration
is required. Please call (607) 584-5016 for available dates
and locations.

ENTREPRENEURIALASSISTANCE PROGRAM

The Entrepreneurial Assistance Program delivered by BCC is
designed for women, minorities, dislocated workers and
individuals with disabilities in Broome, Tioga, Chenango and
Delaware Counties. Consisting of 20 three-hour sessions, the
program helps individuals through the evaluation, business
planning and operational phases of starting or expanding a small
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business. Classes will be held 6-9 pm on Tuesdays and Thurs-
days from September 11 through late November. Graduation will
take place on Thursday, December 6th.

Those interested in participating in the program should contact
Ginny L. Robert, EAP Director, BCC Continuing Education,
PO Box 1017, Binghamton, NY 13902. Her phone number is
(607) 778-5012. Her email address is ginnyrobert@juno.com.

TECHNICAL
ASSISTANCE ARTICLES

Beekeeping Offers New Marketing Opportunities
for Small Farms
By: Niechelle Wade, Sunny Hill Farm

I was recently interviewed by a college student taking a class
about sustainable farming. I run a small family diversified
operation, producing for market Certified Organic produce and
herbs, pastured beef, pork and laying chickens. This student asked
me what percentage of our 160 acres was being farmed or
producing a product. I thought a brief moment before the
answer came to me: Every bit of it!

This is true, because I have recently added to my operation an
Apiary. Beekeeping has transformed my farm, previously a mix
of valley floor crop land, rolling hillside pastures, second-stage
growth woodlots and hilltop hay fields, with the usual strips and
patches of land too steep or rocky to host anything but crabapples
and goldenrod and boneset. Now, every last corner is fodder for
my honeybees, producing from what I would call wasteland
valuable honey, pollen, and beeswax products for sale.

Adding Beekeeping to your farm operation offers additional
marketing opportunities for small farmers.

Besides the obvious income from selling liquid bottled honey
and comb products, beekeeping offers additional prospects for
added income. There are markets for higher-priced items like
pollen, propolis and royal jelly. With some additional time and
interest, one can develop one’s own honey and beeswax-related
skin care products. These items offer marketing opportunities
outside the farm marketing venue, often finding markets in
retail whole foods shops and the like. Honey lends itself to the
creation of gift baskets and crates; with added items such as a
local biscuit mix, a unique honey pot, the possibilities are
endless. During the Holiday season, a nice profit can be attained
from selling these gifts at craft fairs and bazaars.

Honey can be sold year-round, boosting market attendance and
sales. This new attraction can keep customers coming to your
farm during off-season, allowing opportunities to sell additional
items (storage produce, eggs, items for resale, etc.). The more
you have to offer, the more reason customers have to come back

There also exists the opportunity to sell bees. Colonies of bees
naturally reproduce by the process called swarming. When a
hive gets too full of bees, a number of them organize to relocate.
A watchful beekeeper can take advantage of this by capturing
the bees and setting them up in a new hive. A beekeeper starting
with two hives the first year can find him or her self with sixteen
hives in just four years. And it could double every year from
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after that. After the apiary grows to the desired capacity, the
farmer can sell the extra healthy bees for an average of $65-$80.
a “nuc” (a box of bees, a queen, and frames of brood ready to
start a new hive). This price is only expected to rise, with the
current concern for Colony Collapse Disorder and the future of
honeybees.

Keeping bees will provide you your own pollination service,
boosting your crop yields and quality, increasing market sales
and reputation.

Honey makes convenient but exceptional “business card”:
Giving away 80z samples to business contacts is a great way to
create a lasting, very positive impression. Even if honey is not
your main product, this calling card in the form of a free gift
will remind them of you and your generosity, encouraging them
to seek out business with you.

Honey is beautiful, always improving the appearance and
attractiveness of any farm display.

A farm can add an apiary to their operation for relatively little
start-up cost. The best way to learn about keeping bees is to find
a mentoring beekeeper to help you along and be available to
answer questions. This can even be done while starting one’s
own colonies for the first time. With good luck and cooperative
weather, a new beekeeper can enjoy a harvest of honey right
from the first season.

Beekeeping is like any other cropping system: There are out-
standing years, and there are bad years, due to weather and other
factors beyond our control. Even experienced beekeepers suffer
set-backs. But on the whole, bees are a natural part of any
farming system, and harnessing and augmenting their talents
can be very rewarding and very profitable.

For information about beekeeping in this area, contact the Southern
Tier Beekeepers Association, JoAnn Kieffer, Secretary at
669-4891. For information about hands-on workshops for bee-
keepers this summer, contact Joel Babcock at Sunny Hill Farm,
692-7911

NEW STATEWIDE WORK TEAM TACKLES
LIVESTOCK PROCESSING ISSUES

Email listserve provides open forum for discussion
amongfarmers, regulators, researchers, and educators

By Martha Goodsell

Thanks to a mini-grant from the Cornell Small Farms Program,
New York State now has a statewide Livestock Processing
Issues (LPI) Work Team. The LPI Work Team includes farmers,
Cornell Extension faculty, NGO and agency representatives.

The goals and activities of this Work Team are geared to helping
livestock farmers and small processors deal with livestock
processing issues. The LPI work team will focus on several
objectives: 1) to improve communication and understanding
among livestock farmers, small scale processors, and regulatory
agencies; 2) to publicize current livestock processing resources
available and assemble resources as needed; and 3) to identify
current challenges in livestock processing, address possible
solutions and opportunities for NYS farmers and processors, and
create a statewide work plan for action.
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The Work Team with input from stakeholders will examine
issues, come to a consensus on the major regulatory barriers
facing small scale livestock and dairy farmers and create a plan
of action to improve processing infrastructures and regulations
for NY livestock farmers.

“Across the state we have seen various starts and stutters when
attempting to address the processing challenges that small scale
livestock and dairy farmers face,” says Work Team member
Dr. Tatiana Stanton of Cornell’s Animal Science Department.
“The development of a single state-wide plan should create
efficiency and increase strength in addressing the challenges.”

The Work Team will collaborate with the United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture Food Safety and Inspection System
(USDA FSIS), New York State Department of Agriculture and
Markets (NYSDAM), the NY Legislative Committee on Agri-
culture, chaired by William Magee, the NYS Senate Committee
on Agriculture, chaired by Catherine Young, and others.

“Working with legislators and rule makers to address regulatory
concerns from a small farm perspective has the potential to
improve the effectiveness of small NY farmers and processors
and reduce some of the regulatory and infrastructure barriers we
face in livestock processing,” says Stanton.

As a first step in meeting its objectives, team members have
created an email list serve, LivestockProcessing-L, for commu-
nication among interested livestock farmers, small scale proces-
sors, extension staff, and agency representatives in New York
and bordering states.

LivestockProcessing-L. will serve as a forum for: 1) sharing
processing resources, 2) discussing barriers to effective process-
ing and potential solutions, 3) publicizing regional efforts to
improve or expand slaughter and processing facilities, and
4) sharing news and Action Alerts pertaining to livestock
slaughter and small scale processing of animal products.

The list is open to members of bordering states in part to find
out how they deal with similar issues and situations within their
respective states. If you are interested in keeping abreast of
slaughter and processing issues and want a chance to share your
own views, we urge you to join LivestockProcessing-L.

To join this list, contact the list moderators,

Tatiana Stanton at TLS7 @cornell.edu or

Martha Goodsell at deerfarm6 @frontiernet.net, asking to be put
on the list and indicating the email address you want to send and
receive list messages from.

Another option is to send an email to LivestockProcessing-L-
request@cornell.edu leaving the subject line blank. The body of
the message should be a single word: JOIN. Send this message
in plain text - no formatting - and remember to send it from the
e-mail address where you want to receive and send messages
posted to the e-list.

Martha Goodsell is a deer farmer in Candor, NY and a member
of the new statewide Livestock Processing Issues Work Team.

NEW & BEGINNING FARMERS CAN REAP
REWARDS FROM ONLINE COURSE

Aspiring, new and diversifying farmers now have the opport-
unity to receive farm enterprise start-up training online. The
NY Beginning Farmer Project, a collaborative effort of the
Cornell Small Farms Program and Cooperative Extension
educators, has developed a 9-week online course. The course
is designed to benefit participants from a diversity of back-
grounds, from those just exploring a new idea to those seeking
to diversify or expand existing farm operations.

Cornell Cooperative Extension offices have long offered
high-quality courses for beginning farmers, designed to help
participants build a foundation for their business plan. But
many aspiring farmers live in urban areas or counties where
demand isn’t high enough for such courses to be offered.
Educators have that new farmers tend to be relatively internet-
savvy, yet while they can easily google their way to mountains
of farming information, few online sources exist to guide
decision-making and new farm planning. The NY Beginning
Farmer Project seized this opening to create a new learning
opportunity for aspiring, new and diversifying farmers.

Course content is drawn from a stand-alone, publicly accessible
website at http://beginningfarmers.cce.cornell.edu, while the
course (and all its activities, forums, and homework assignments)
is housed in a virtual “classroom” that can only be entered by
registered participants. The lesson plan is similar to other new
farmer trainings and curricula, starting with an assessment of
goals and resources, moving through marketing, enterprise
selection, and environmental stewardship practices, and ending
with taking a hard look at profit potential and business
planning. Along the way, participants interact with each other
through discussion forums, post questions for the instructors,
collect resources relevant to each lesson, and complete
activities like helping a fictional new farmer make decisions about
his business.

Jefferson County CCE Educator Molly Ames, along with
Franklin County Educator Jessica Prosper, will be teaching the
next run of the online course starting the third week of March
2008. The beauty of online courses is that you can do them
from the comfort of your own home, at whatever time of day
suits your schedule. So sit down at the computer, grab a cup of
coffee, and get ready to start making your farm dreams a reality.

Course Outline& Specifics:

® Nine weeks starting the week of Wednesday March 19,
2008 with introductions and orientation to the on-line
course structure, then 7 units covering the basics of building
a business plan. Final week ends May 21st with a quiz
and review.

® What’s covered: Goals, Skills & Resources, Marketing,
Evaluating Land, Equipment, and Facilities, Choosing an
Enterprise, Land Stewardship, Profitability, Regulations,
Taxes and Legal Issues.

@ Discussion and Feedback through online forums, email
and phone support.
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® Opportunities to interact with agricultural entrepreneurs
from around the state, to get feedback and offer input on
other ideas and issues encountered in the exciting markets
of today’s changing food and agriculture systems.

Course size is limited so call soon to reserve a spot. Cost is $200
with $50 due at registration. You will receive a Letter of
Successful Course Completion that can be included in your
business plan documenting your course work.

To register, call Kristen at 315-788-8450 and ask to be regis-
tered for the On-Line New Farmer Training.

The NY Beginning Farmer Project was funded by the NY Farm
Viability Institute and Cornell Cooperative Extension.

GRANTS AVAILABLE TO FARMERS

NYS DEPT. OF AG & MARKETS -
GROW NY ENTERPRISE PROGRAM

Purpose: Funding for farm business development and
expansion. Funds can be used for financing of machinery and
equipment, building construction, working capital or real
property acquisition; business development and marketing
assistance is available along with project financing.

Eligible businesses: Emerging or expanding farm enterprises
Applicants: Municipalities with a population under 50,000 must
submit application on behalf of the farm

Funding: Loans for production agriculture and agribusiness
development/expansion for a project that will result in job
creation; projects are expected to generate one full time job per
$7,500 funds provided

Application: Open deadline, apply any time; work with your
municipality to prepare pre-application, followed by interview
with Ag & Markets

Information: 518-457-7076;

Website: www.agmkt.state.ny.us - funding opportunities

NYS DEC WATER QUALITY
IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS

Purpose: implement management programs, plans or projects
including non-point source abatement and control (ag & non-ag),
aquatic habitat restoration and pollution prevention.

Eligibility: Municipalities & SWCD’s

Information: 518-485-7728 or contact your county SWCD for
info on local funds

NYSERDA-NEW YORK STATE ENERGY
RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT
AUTHORITY PROGRAMS

Purpose: Several programs offer incentives and loans for
farm-waste management; improved energy efficiency; solar and
wind generation; and innovative business practices for energy use.

Funding: Varies with program
Most recent application deadline: Dates vary with program

Information: 518-862-1090; toll free 800-NYSERDA or check
www.nyserda.org - look at current funding opportunities for
project descriptions and who to contact for details
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NYS FUNDING FOR ORGANIC CERTIFICATION

Purpose: Reimburse producers and handlers for a portion of
their annual organic certification renewal costs (program admin-
istered by NY Ag & Markets on behalf of USDA)

Eligibility: Organic producers meeting federal organic standard;
must complete NY’s Organic Certification Reimbursement App-
lication Form

Most recent application deadline: open funding
Funding levels: 75% reimbursement up to a maximum of $500

Information: Ag & Markets - 800-554-4501 or 518-457-2195
website: www.ams.usda.gov/nop - National Organic Program
information

Forms can be downloaded from: www.agmkt.state.ny.us/AP/
agservices/OrganicApp.pdf

USDA-SARE/SUSTAINABLE AG - FARMER/
GROWER GRANT

Purpose: Supports producers who want to try something new —
a technique for adding value, a new crop, new marketing
methods, develop and test sustainable ag practices. Supports
on-farm demonstrations, marketing, adding value and other
projects.

Funding: Grants in the range of $5000 maximum, capital
improvements limited to $500 of total project

Eligibility: Must collaborate with a technical advisor (Exten-
sion, NRCS, SWCD, etc.)

Most recent application deadline: Annual deadline in
December

Information: 802-656-0471 or email nesare @uvm.edu;

Website: www.uvm.edu/~nesare/

USDA NRCS - FARM BILL INITIATIVES
FOR CONSERVATION PRACTICES

Purpose: The 2002 Farm Bill authorized several new initiatives
geared at land conservation and water quality protection.

Information: Find out what is available by contacting your
county or regional USDA Service Center.

Websites: www.nrcs.usda.gov/NY or www.fsa.usda.gov/NY

ORGANIC VALLEY ORGANIC
TRANSITION FUND

Purpose: Organic Valley Family of Farms, the nation’s largest
independent farmer-owned organic dairy cooperative, recently
announced the Transition to Organic Fund, a financial assistance
program for dairy farmers who are making the transition to organic.

Funding: Offset the costs of transitioning to organic

Eligibility: Dairy farmers who become members of the Organic
Valley cooperative

Information: call the Producer Hotline at Organic Valley, tel.
(888) 809-9297.

Website: www.organicvalley.coop/
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USDA-CSREES INTEGRATED
ORGANIC PROGRAM

The purpose of the Integrated Organic Program is to solve
critical agriculture issues, priorities, or problems through the
integration of research, education, and extension activities in
two program areas: (1) Organic Transitions Program (ORG);
and (2) Organic Agriculture Research and Extension Initiative
(OREI). For ORG, applications may be submitted by colleges
and universities. For OREI, applications may be submitted by
State agricultural experiment stations, all colleges and uni-
versities, other research institutions and organizations,
Federal agencies, national laboratories, private organizations
or corporations, and individuals. These two funding opport-
unities are included in the same Request for Applications.

For more information, visit: http://www.csrees.usda.gov/fo/
fundview.cfm?fonum=1141.

PEST MANAGEMENT ALTERNATIVES
RESEARCH GRANTS

The Cooperative State Research, Education, and Extension
Service (CSREES) has released a Request for Applications to
the Special Research Grants Program: Pest Management
Alternatives Program (PMAP). PMAP is a national program
supporting projects that develop and implement IPM practices,
tactics and systems for specific pest problems while reducing
human and environmental risks. Applications may be submitted
by state agricultural experiment stations, colleges and univer-
sities, other research institutions and organizations, private
organizations or corporations, and individuals. You can find
the RFA through a link on the Northeastern IPM Centers
web site, http://NortheastIPM.org or access it directly on the
CSREES web site:

www.csrees.usda.gov/fo fundview.cfm?fonum=1114

USDA/NRCS (NATURAL RESOURCES

CONSERVATION SERVICE) GRANTS

NRCS offers several programs and funding possibilities to help
farmers and ranchers improve their stewardship practices,
including the Agricultural Management Assistance Program,
Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program, the Environmental
Quality Incentives Program, and the Conservation Reserve
Program, among others. For a list of NY programs, descriptions
and applications, see: www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/farmbill/
2002/products.html.

USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT VALUE-
ADDED PRODUCER GRANTS

The Rural Business-Cooperative Service (RBS) requests
proposals from eligible independent producers, agricultural
producer groups, farmer or rancher cooperatives, and majority-
controlled producer-based business ventures interested in a
competitively-awarded grant to fund one of the following two
activities: (1) Planning activities needed to establish a viable
value-added marketing opportunity for an agricultural product
(e.g. conduct a feasibility study, develop a business plan,
develop a marketing plan); or (2) acquire working capital to
operate a value-added business venture that will allow producers
to better compete in domestic and international markets. The
maximum award per grant is $100,000 for planning grants and

$150,000 for working capital grants and matching funds are
required. Application guides and materials available at
www.rurdev.usda.gov/rbs/coops/vadg.htm. or contact the USDA
Rural Development NYS Office, (315) 477-6435.

USDA SMALL BUSINESS

INNOVATION RESEARCH GRANTS

The FY 2006 RFA for the Small Business Innovation Research
(SBIR) program is now posted at http://www.csrees.usda.gov/
funding/rfas/sbir_rfa.html. One of the biggest differences this
year is that the agricultural part of Rural and Community
Development has been split off as a new topic area: Small and
Mid-Size Farms. This topic area will be focused on developing
new technologies to promote the sustainability and profitability
of small and mid-size farms and ranches. Grant proposals have
to be submitted by for-profit farms or other small business
firms but university personnel can participate as consultants
or subcontractors. USDA expects a budget next year of close
to $20 million and will fund about 90 projects in all areas
of agricultural research. Funds may be awarded up to $80,000
for Phase I and up to $300,000 for Phase II. Success rates for
applicants have been 17% and 57% for Phase I and II respec-
tively. For more information contact: Charles F. Cleland, SBIR
National Program Leader, 202/401-6852;

ccleland @csrees.usda.gov or visit: www.csrees.usda.gov/fo/sbir

USDA RENEWABLE ENERGY
AND ENERGY EFFICIENCY GRANTS

USDA’s Rural Development Business Program has announced
the availability of up to $22.8 million in competitive grant funds
for FY 2005 to purchase renewable energy systems and make
energy efficiency improvements for agricultural producers and
rural small businesses. The applicant must be an agricultural
producer or rural small business. For a project to be eligible,
it must meet each of the following criteria:

® The project must be for the purchase of a renewable energy
system or to make energy efficiency improvements.

@ The project must be for a pre-commercial or commercially
available and replicable technology, not for research and
development.

® The project must be technically feasible.
® The project must be located in a rural area.

@ The Applicant must be the owner of the system and control
the operation and maintenance of the proposed project.
A qualified third-party operator may be used to manage
the operation and/or for maintenance of the proposed project.

® All projects must be based on satisfactory sources of
revenues in an amount sufficient to provide for the operation
and maintenance of the system or project.

® The total input from a nonrenewable energy source for
necessary and incidental requirements of the energy system
will be determined by the technical reviewers.

For more information visit www.rurdev.usda.gov/rd/nofas/
index.html or contact the USDA Rural Development NYS
Office, (315) 477-6435/TDD (315) 477-6447.
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PEST MANAGEMENT NEEDS OF

MINOR SPECIALTY CROP GROWERS

EPA has announced the availability of up to $615,000 in grant
funds to support projects addressing critical pest management
needs of U.S. minor and specialty crop growers. The Agency
anticipates funding up to five projects. The project period of
performance is three years, with the possibility of extension.
Examples of activities that may be funded include (1) projects
that enable minor and/or specialty crop producers to take
advantage of technical assistance and/or USDA Farm Bill or
other conservation programs that can address critical pest
management needs by using IPM tools and techniques and (2)
those that develop and demonstrate reduced-risk IPM techniques
and tools that address critical pest management needs on
commercial farms. Additional examples are provided in the
Request for Proposals document entitled “Minor and Specialty
Crops Integrated Pest Management Special Projects.” You may
access the full text of the grant announcement at www.epa.gov/
pesticides/grants/index.htm. For more information, contact Pat
Cimino at 703-308-9357 or cimino.pat@epa.gov.

AMERICAN LAMB BOARD
MATCHING GRANTS

Applications are available at www.americanlamb.com (click on
“Lamb Industry” and then on “Grants”) or by calling Rae at
(866) 327-5262. The ALB developed the Matching Grant
Program to expand their marketing and promotions activities by
creating collaborative partnerships with industry organizations.
The projects that have been funded have expanded ALBs efforts
to educate consumers, retailers and chefs at the local level about
the quality of American Lamb. (These grants are not available
for the promotion of goat meat.)

The grants require a 1-to-1 cash match from the grant recipient.
In-kind contributions are not considered for the matching
requirement. Industry organizations are invited to submit
proposals that expand or strengthen the market for American
Lamb. Creative marketing projects which include a collabor-
ative effort amongst industry organizations and industry sectors
are encouraged.

For more information including the Grant applications, please
call Rae Maestas at the American Lamb Board (866) 327-LAMB

OUTREACH FOR SOCIALLY DISADVANTAGED

FARMERS & RANCHERS

The primary purpose of OASDEFR is to deliver outreach and
technical assistance, to assure opportunities for socially dis-
advantaged farmers and ranchers to successfully acquire, own,
operate, and retain farms and ranches; and assure equitable
participation in the full range of USDA programs. OASDFR
will support a wide range of outreach and assistance activities in
farm management, financial management, marketing, application
and bidding procedures, and other areas.

Applications must contain documentation of the socially dis-
advantaged group that is being targeted for assistance (see Part
VIIL, E., definitions 33 and 34.) Proposed projects might include
one or more of the following: (1) the use of existing, and the

formation of new, outreach and assistance networks focused on
increasing participation in various USDA and other programs
by socially disadvantaged agricultural producers; (2) further
development or modification of farm and ranch management
(including marketing) and financial management curricula and
materials designed to enhance the potential for farm and ranch
ownership by socially disadvantaged farmers and ranchers; (3)
the development of innovative delivery systems that improve
the effectiveness of these programs; and (4) the development or
improvement in the means by which assistance is provided to
the targeted audiences.

To assure equitable participation by socially disadvantaged farm-
ers and ranchers, OASDFR will give priority to projects that
provide outreach and assistance in applying for and receiving
aid under USDA programs administered by various agencies
within the Department of Agriculture. In general, these include,
but are not limited to, loan programs, guaranteed loan programs,
allocations of crop base in each program crop, and various
conservation programs. Applicants should provide a brief,
relevant synopsis on the program(s) they are incorporating in
their proposed project.

To apply: The Outreach and Assistance for Socially Disadvan-
taged Farmers and Ranchers Request for Applications for 2006
is available at
www.csrees.usda.gov/funding/rfas/pdfs/06_outreach.doc.
Remember to download both the ‘request for applications’ and
the forms which can be found under the ‘apply’ button

NEW YORK STATE BARN RESTORATION

AND PRESERVATION GRANT PROGRAM

http://www.barncoalition.com/grants.html - The New York State
Barn Restoration and Preservation Grant Program has been
funded for a fifth grant round and applications will be available
this fall. Barn owners interested in applying (or reapplying)
should contact their regional New York State grants coordinator
to discuss the application process or how to improve applica-
tions from past years. You can also ask to be put on a list to be
sent the grant application as soon as it becomes available. To
find out who your grants officer is, use the following web site:
http://nysparks.state.ny.us/grants/contacts.htm

The New York State Barn Restoration and Preservation Grant
Program is administered by the New York State Office of Parks,
Recreation, and Historic Preservation. For more information,
visit the OPRHP grants web page:
http://nysparks.state.ny.us/grants/

NYS DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
AND MARKETS GRANTS

www.agmkt.state.ny.us/RFPS.html. Includes a diverse array of
opportunities for farmers, businesses, institutions, and coopera-
tives. Grants vary depending on the year and the cycle, but have
in the past included the following funding programs. Check the
NYSDAM link above for current programs and application de-
tails.

® Grow New York’s Farmland Viability Grants

@ Food and Agriculture Industry Development Grants
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2008

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
7pm Hort School II: Noon-4pm Farm Days at the Farm Days at the
Home Fruit Growing Pesticide Oakdale Mall Oakdale Mall
CCE-BC Applicator Training
$10/person CCE-BC
(607) 584-9966 $15 per person
(607) 584-9966
Farm Days 7pm Hort School II: 9am-noon Berry 7pm Using Media 2-4 pm NYS Food
at the Trees & Shrubs Brush-Up Course for Agriculture Policy Council
Oakdale Mall CCE-BC $10/farm CCE-BC Listening Session
$10/person CCE-BC $10/farm @ CCE-BC
(607) 584-9966 (607) 584-9966 (607) 584-9966

13| 14 15 16 17 | 18 | 19

NY Pork Producers
Annual Showcase
Mike Hargrave

585-534-5382 or
Charlie Miller 585-
547-3676
7pm Marketing Lamb | 7pm “Tools of the 7:30-9:30am Broome County
& Goat in the off- Trade” with BC Master | Women Business Farm Bureau
season Gardeners Owners Auction @ Whitney
CCE-BC $6/person Roundtable Point Fairgrounds
$10/farm CCE-BC Holiday Inn -
(607) 584-9966 (607) 584-9966 Arena
$10 (607) 777-
4024

27 | 28 29 30

6pm “HortShort”;
Fertilizing Roses
Cutler Botanic Garden
Gazebo

$3/person

(607) 584-9966

Making Lotion from
Honey

CCE-BC $10/person
(607) 584-9966
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May

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

2008

Fri

Sat

6

6pm “HortShort”: Pruning
Roses

Cutler Botanic Garden
Gazebo

$3/person

(607) 584-9966

9

7pm Guest Lecture with
Tina Phillips of Cornell Lab
of Ornithology

Roberson Museum
$7/person

(607) 584-9966

10

Woods Walk:
Wildlife & Invasive
Plants

Town of Nanticoke
(607) 584-5013

11

12

13

6pm The World of the African
Violet

14

15

16

17

Parasite Control &
Pasture Walk for

$7/person CCE-BC (607) Goats & Sheep

584-9966 9am-3:30pm
Lunch Provided
Space Limited
(607) 334-5841

18

19

20

6:30pm Home Composting
Workshop

Free CCE-BC (607) 584-
5013

6pm “HortShort”: Dividing
Perennials $3/person CCE-
BC (607) 584-9966

21

22

23

24

25

26

Office
Closed

27

28

7:30-9:30am
Women
Business
Owners
Roundtable
Holiday Inn -
Arena

$10 (607) 777-

4024

29

30

31

10
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June

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

2008

Fri

Sat

7

9am-12:30 Introduction to

Growing Stone Fruit
Reisinger’s Orchard, 2750
Apple Lane, Watkins Glen,

New York
$10
(607) 687-4020
9am-noon Plant Sale
CCE-BC Auditorium

10

1:30-4pm Sawmill
Tour
(607) 584-5013 for
registration &
directions

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

6pm Growing
Roses in Upstate
NY
$7/person
CCE-BC
(607) 584-9966

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

7:30-9:30am
Women Business
Owners
Roundtable
Holiday Inn —
Arena

$10 (607) 777-
4024

26

27

28

29

Cornell Cooperative Extension of Broome County — http://counties.cce.cornell.edu/broome
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